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CITY AND_DISTRICT.
REAL ESTATE GOssiIpP.

Upiniens of Owners and Builders upon
ihe Heunt Question.

TEOPLE WHO WANT §X5 BOUSES Iv §75 NFIORBOR-
ROODS -4 FINE CLASR OF BOUSES SUTTED FOR RKENT-
150 PEAPO=ES— Y% GEORGE ALFRAED TOWNERND'S
COUNTRY BOME -THE RIDING SCHOOL BUILDING,

“TwR STax hit the nall square on the head on
Siturtay,” exclalmed a YOUnE mAn to & STAR re-
Pporter whom he met on the street.

“ How do you mean?” asked the reporter.

“Why, In printing that Interview abont high
rents here [n the city,” was the reply. *It tallles
eactly with my experience. I have been trying
to rent a house for £25 or £20 a month, bat it seems
lmpossible to do so.  Even tae real-estate agents
tidl me that hoases of this character are very
scapee, But ] don’t need the ald of expert testl.
mony on tuis point; my own experience s suff-
clent. Asican’t get a house that comes within
my 1eeans | am compelied to boarl Occastonally
] start oat with the inteotlon of renting a house,

S——

country home of Mrs. Dahigren, whose South
Mountaln sketohes have made that portion of the
couuntry widely known,
THE RIDING SCHOOL BUILDING.

Workmen are engaged in completing the large
bullding at the corper of 224 apd P streets, which
e used as a riding school. The architect, Mr. G. 8.
Cooper, has arranged the plan 80 that there are
accvmmodations (Or 140 horses {n the stables wh)'ch
occu@y the sub-cellar, The riding ring IS on tie
next ®oor, and with the exception of the ladied
reception room and the office, the entire space is
occupied for thal purpose, The space immediately
over the 1*ont portion of the bullding is occupted
by dressing rooins, toilet &c.. and a large
reception haMl; leading from the hall is the gallery,
which contindes all around the interior of the
buliding.

The y-Owners on Meridian [l have
formed an organization, to be known as “The Me-
ridian Hill Loprovergent Associatlon.” The offi-
cers elected at a meeting held during the week are
as follows: E. B. Townsand, president; Frank M.
Green, vice-president; W. L. Clft, secretary; John
W. Thompeon, chairman of finauce commitiee and
treasurer. Iis standing comuuittaes are as foliows:
Committee on legisiation—W, ¢, Hill, A, P, Far-

don, O. F. y, John B. Henderson, J.
H. C. Wison, H. J. Gray, A. A. Freeman,
Thomas H. Sher D. G. Luther
Harrison, John weedale, Dv. J. W,

Rawlins, Prof. Miles Rock, N. W, Bnrcheil, Rich-
ard Dubols; commitie on public Improvements,
A. P. Fardon, Richard Dubols, Da Cramner,
Geo. W. Linkins, Thos. H. Fuller, Morelf Marean,

anl 1 travel all over the city to ook at houses
which 1 discover are pot worthh §15 & month,
although §F25 and even 530, is asked. A Douse
Laat is at &'l d=sirable is sure Lo be EL, and +ven
980, per wonth. | was talking with a friend of
nios, a0t loog g0, Who lived here & few years |
ago, bnt I8 now tilng In Philastelphia. e told |

nee that whi'e hers b= was obiloed o hoard, as he
was usable to puy the rents a-ked.  When ne 3rsg
went Lo Philadeiphia he rented a honse contalning '
elgnt rooms, oleely Anlshed, and within twenty
minutes of his plece of business by the cable road.
The rent was §19 per month, and afterward he de-
termined 1o buy the house. He paid a sinall amount
of money as the first Installment, and then §£25
Per month until he had secured a bome, It would
Lake #ight Or pin® years to buy a house at thls rate

WIHlAT REAL FSTATE AGENTS 2@y,
Sybsequently in talking with a number of real
e=wals agents the substance of this compiaiat was
wentéoned, and a vansty of opinlons were ex-

preasd.

One dealer sajd= *“It 13 true that there are not
many hogse< ol tne character deseribed for rent.
There arv plenty of houses that are vacant, but the
reut aaed Is con=klerably higher, rangnn.g frnu:l
S0 to 45, One rvadon is, 1 think, the high price
of lapd., N0 one can afford to buy land at §1 and |
FL.25 per foot ana b ld & house to rent for §25 per
month, An averuge ALY Lot al such Agures wonld
COSt §£2 000 andd upwani. At the preseni time It Is
tmpossiols to buy lawd In the porthwest section,
west of 12ih stovet and lnside of Boundary, at a
Jess rate, The same |3 true in other locallties
whlch are convenlent of yccesa, In order to buy
ground for 50 and 75 centy per foot you have to go
some distance from the cnier of the city. Then
there §s another fearure W hich temds W keep up
prices, and that 1s the previlent ldea that property
must pay 10 and 12 per cenf gross on the money
invested. People here are not satlsfied with a low
rarte of interest, They want (0 make 8 9 or 10 per
eent pet, while In other ciiies people are con-
tented with a much lower rate of interest, provid-
ing oaly that their money 1S safely ilnvested. Of
course "here |s Lthe contingvney which every prop-
erLy-ow ner must consider of his houses being [or a
a time without tenants, bat in this cily when a
house Is 1o good condition, and when the rentis
falr, such a contingency rarel)*” occurd”

“itis all non~ense.” remarkvd ancther dealer,
10 whom the matter was ment.voed. “There are

¥ of houses which can be n'ated for §25 and

per mouth, and b good localilies, too, A man
Who wants to 4 house can swure the best |
terma.  This ciass 1s encouraged by all dealers us
well as owners, and it 1S so arraged that the
mwontaly ats are not much greater than
the rent. That Is not the trouble. The Peupte
here are too particular. The majority want a £25
house in a §75 oeighborhood. Nearly N1 our ap-
plicants desire a house In the northwelst section,
or in some other feshionaole locality. They also
Wabt & house with some style about I and, of
course, if they gratify such tastes, they 1uust ex-

L to pay for it. The great desire 19 to bein a

ality that s central. There are so many people
who won't walk, and even (hose who live \eden-
tary lives ride buck and forward o the stree cars
10 thetr places of business, The leading objection
that we hear to property that we offer for read Is
not so much the price as that It 1s so far away, or
ks that the nelghborhood ks not sty lish,™

“Have you any hou-es on your list that reat fow
$25 and E£W per month?” asked Lhe reporier.

“Certainly I have,™ wus the quick response,
“There I8 a honse containing six roowns pn P sipee
Detween th and 1oth streets northwest, whitch
will rent for $31.50 per moath. ‘Then there are
peven-room bouses on T street, between 160 and
AFth streets porthiwest, which reat for §5 per
tnonth. On C street gortheast, near Lineolo Park
there ale seven-room houses which can be n.'htr'li
for 24 There are some houses on H street near
1 h strest portheast, and the rental s £20. Then
on 16th street nortnwest, near thie Boundary, there
are nipe-room houses which can be peated lor
750, On M street northwest, near 28 street, 1
Cal real you a nlne-room Lot [or &80 per month,
These houss are In good eondition and suitable
for any person who wants o comfortabie house,
It street-car lines were extended more generally
throughout the city, the tendeney thal exists at

t toerowd together in convenlent and cen-
tral localities would oe, to & lurg® extent, over-
cowe. Ken's are high of course ln some po. Lons
of the efty, but this s mainly due 1o the demand
1or houses, Owners ag: guing to take ali they can
E2t and It = satural 10 suppose thal no man will
ask £ for 3 bouse which he can reat for §£i5.”

A MAN WHO BUILDA,

In eonverzation with a gentleman who butlds a
large number of houses of moderate size to rent, the
reporter asied him to give the fdgures of the cost
of erecting a house which could be rented for §25
per month.

“The cost,” was the raE]y, “depénds very much
on the price of the | You can’t erect a T:od
SiX-rvom house on lapd that costs §1 a oot and af-
ford 1o rent it for §£25 per month. You ean readily
understand wony that Is so. For instance: Sape

the ot 18 189X80 (eet—and It would be anusual

¥et a iot of that sz unless you bought a targe
block of land and made a subdivision—such a
Jot at §1 per foot would cost $1.280. Now It would
000 0 bulld & gousd six-rooln bouse, with
bath rovm and all the moderu improvements, It

£

could, however, be properly bullt for such a sum,
and it would not thrown together ws a good

many houses are that are bulit by speculators,
total cost, as you see, would be £3.280, and
montily rentas of §25 would pay a gross reve-
of atrifle over 9 per cent, This Tanu& €On-
A good investment, for the reason that the
abd Insurance yearty would amount Lo about
cent, thus leaving something over 7
as the net revenue, But this amouat is
for sll the repairs wihich have to be made,
then there Is the contingency of the house
without & Lenant for & wonth or soina
Year. If the ground 1s purchased for 75 centls a
foot, then | think that It woulkd pay to ereet upon
It & $2,000 houge, and rent it 4t the Agure named.”
“The difileuily.” he continued, “that presents
‘)n.rl of the cliy
tenants wouid be Lkely wogo, If you
reated 10 & class of enants wuo abused your
property, 15 per cent wousd hardly reimburse
¥0u for the damage that would besustained. Thers
13 one thing qulte certaln thatl reaols will rewaln
high so long as people object to Uving some dis-
tance away from the center of business. This ob-
Jection has cagsed In the Orst place the high
reuts and io tLe second place the improvement of
whole squares with a class of bous=s which renf
from §17 1o §15 per month. There is greater nead
for bouses rentlug trom $£235 to 0 per month, and
by the expenditure of more mon-y In waking -
provements Lthils pres-ing el would be met and the
character of loca.lties eotrely changed, The luen
Who make Lhe most money (n this ¢ity by invest-
ing !0 real estate—I don't wean mere speculation—
are the men who bulld good substantizl houses,
On account Of the constructlon and bevause sucn
houses atirict a superor class of tenants, they
Rave few rpairs to make. But i you suggest to |
& man to undertake improvements of this class in |
& Jocality that s, perbap-, sowe distapce away,
he would !laugh at you. He 1s couvineed that the
class of weaants e would llke 1o have won't be
willlag to gu that far. The consequence Is that
such localites are belng lmprosed by Louses of an
inferior cuaracter and people complaln Usat ey
can't And a swiable place to lve”
EFFECTS OF THE GROUXD-RENT SYSTEN.
“People talk about high rent,” observed another
extensive bulider, “vut [ will venture the sss-rtion
st In nO cily are better and more convenient
houses to bLe rented for the money than in this
eity. One reason Is Lhere are no ground-rents here, |
The land goes with the Huprovermuents, llf‘llj[]ll:
ren's, running as they do for a term of years and
afording a perfoctly sabe investment, are low, As
e Improvements revert to the land-owner upon
the expiralion of the time, the holder of the Jegse
bulids as cheaply as possible. It is natural that
b should & s, DAL FOU can see that the amonnt |
of mopey invested I8 comparatively small and
bence the rents are correspondingly small, The |
effect of sueh & syste is bad for the city and for
the Individual, whether be be owner or tenant,
Feople lving 1o a ity where the land is leased and
ROt s0id are obliged o accupy honsesof an inferior
L Ther= Is not the same steady ippreciation
valoes as where large sums of money are spent |
1o lmprovementa Last of all the gwner of the |
Jease I8 Uable (0 find Lilwself in a hole, But in
Thls CITY 4 large proportion of the hoyses for rent
are -':'tm A% A pefmanent investment, Hence,
LT constructio and
taste 18 employed 10 Fender them attractiog
s ecity, Its beauty
KTace and variety 1= reroarked upon ug; 1
visitors, and elcits enual admiration with that be.
Mowel upon our well-paved streets, Now com-
pare reats and property values here with those in |
uch clties as New Y ors and Boston, and after tak- l
ILto constderation the J Oerence In population |
You will dnd that property i cheap here, That is
e Losthmony of intelligent wen, who are familiar
With proper ¥ values in all these citles It 18 Dot
Just to say that the same rent 1s demanded In this
CILY for & sli-roots house tuat 18 asked for a wn.
room house in anotber city. The character of the
houses and their respecuve locations and sur-
Fuunding -+ sbould also be stated before the com-
cat be either compiete or accurate.”

A WRITER'S COUNTRY HONE
George Altred Tow psend, the weil-known author
and unewspaper writer, Is fond of buliding. His

fhasi

f
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| committeas, Several of the commitiees could welj

| comulitees and nearly three hundred Representa-

Louis P. Shoemaker; committee on flnanc®, John
W. Thompson, Frank M. Green, Luther Ful'er, W.
B. Brown, J. €. Weir; committee on audit, Q. F.
Presbrey, A. H. Nixon,

The object of the association 1s to seeure “in tie
fature a just share of annual appropriations fox
puabiic Jmprovements,” The gentlemen lnterested
State that they propose to press this matter before
Congress and the Commissioners until this sab-
division recetves what they regard as just recognl-
ton and attention.

A Protest frem Capitel Hill.
To the Editor of Tue Evesrse Stan:

There was ome of the pretty common screels
about the high house rents In the city In last Sat-
urday's Star. These screeds do injury to the chty,
afld are made, as a rula, by persons not easily
pleased. T have had connection with the bullding
and renting of elght houses in East Washington,
situated on a paved street, one square from East
Capliol strege, The houses froat south, four of
them a little pore and the other a lttie less than
19 feet frout, with cellars and bay windows; 48
feet decp, three rooins deep on lower floor, and four
bed-rooms and bath-room on the second and upper
story. The houses are well finished, with closets
and all modern lmprovements, The lots are 136
feet deep and have a z#d park In front.
These bouses have rented at§!5 a month since
Pully, except two to which kitchens were added
andd §1 per month added to the rent, and a stable
addeda to one, for which §2 per month was added
to the rent. 1 think the rept of these houses Is
about the average rent of houses on Capitol Hill;
and Capltol Hill s blessed with pure air and
heaith, and there §s no mwore woral people or better
soctety in this or any other eity than is te be found
In Kast Washington. They are sober, industrious
people, who do not engage In draﬁux hunts, and
who u=e the nights (or sleep and the day for work
and business. H. F.

e S ——
DOMESTIC DIFFICULTIES,

Competent and Honest Servants Needed
to Make Housnckeeping Popular.

To the Fiditor of TAE FEVENING STAR:

A reporter lu last Saturday’s STar says that one
whotn he Interviewed compialned that Washington
people were driven Into boarding-houses because
house rents were too high for men of moderate
means, 1t s very true that a great many people
In Washington are ““driven into boarding-houses™
—probably a larger proportion of Its citizens than
any other city in the whole country can show—but
expertence and observation will aseribe this state
Of thlngs, we think, o another cause than high
house rent, and that 1= to the diftieulty of getilng
good and honest servants To Keep house with
dishonest servants is more expensive than paying
Idgh rents.  To keep house without any servant is
apt Lo be very expenstve to the health, especially
10 the young mother who=- baby may require at-
tentlon at the same motent that the fnexorable
door-beil 13 ringing Its most frantic peal. We know
women who have tried housekeeping under the
conditions which exist here untll they were quite
willlug to aceept a seat at another’s table and a
shelier In some other person’s house with humble
gratitude, And In many eases there is very good
reason for gratitude for the comfort attainable in
voarding-houses in this city, where the compe 1-
Lon 18 so great that only the excellent succeed In
muking a lUving. Beiween the good boarding-
Nodises, Le niluerons restaurants, and the catere
Wik Carry ln a hot tin-kitchen the well-cooked £
o every bouse that asks for them, there is proba-
by B clty o this country better fed for the amount
Of Inonaey glven than this

Yot in spite of all these conventent ways of living
in other peopie’s housss thers remains a class
Wi must have their own house whatever the con-
ditions.  While the answer to all appumuunsw
boarding gid lodging-houses 1s “We don't take
children,” 1os wWho have them must hunt for
honses to Hve In, and we see no alleviation for the
parents bul Lo seek to establish a belter reputation
for Young Ameriea by insisting on more orderly
and guiet bebavior in the children. As the case

JANUARY 14, 1888-DOUBLE SHEET.

fHE CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY.

Work Domne, and Preparatiens Made
for Comwsiructing the Massive Builld-
.".

THE CEYENT CONTROVEREY THRE CAUSE OF THE DR-
LAY—WORKSHOP OF THE ARCEITECT—HOW THE
DETAILED PLANS ARE PREPARED—INGENIOUS
METHODS OF TESTING MATERIALS—THE Big EXCA-
VATION—RAPID PROGRESS PROMISED.

Though the progress of construction of the
Congressional Library bullding has beed slowto
the external observer, much has been accom-
piished and is visible to omne who takes palos to
look for it. The high board fence which encloses
the ground even conceals much more of work done
than a casual observer would note. For a build-
Ing of sych dimensions and pretensions the pre-
liminary work done is a matter of no small con-
sideration. It requires time and talent to make
preparatious for a bullding that 18 to be second in
size and iImportance only to the National Capitol.

A Star reporter aseended the stairs of the old

“Lincoln” mauslon, on the corner of East Capitol”

and 24 st and found Mr. J. L. Smithmeyer,
architect of the Library butlding. He cheerful y con-
sented o aet.'omgmy the over the ground,
and polnt out what had been done toward
t:m g‘ra:; building. Under his guldance t.ourm
the en place was made, every portion
the house In which the mmgmum-
prise 1s done was visited,

WHAT HiS BEEN DONE.

In 1884 Congress appropriated $500.000 for the
ccnstruction of the Library, and of this sum there
remains unexpended, outside of certain outstand-
‘ag labilities, about $335,000, The large area of
ground purchased for the site has been cleared of
al. save five of the butldings that stood upon It,
Tworof these are ln use for the storage of Con-
gressdnal documents, the others are used as
offices and store-rooms and tool-houses for the
work in haimd. The residence formerly occupled
by Mr. Li'ncoln, besides containing the offices of
the commtasiou, s

THE WO\KSHOP OF THE ARCHITFCT.

From the aftic Moe eye takes In the whole ex-
panse of the sfte, The cellar excavation, whicu 1s
400 by 337 feet fu s\'e, and 10 feet deep, represents
the size of the projeded butlding. It will be cen-
trally located 1o the @ground, leaving between the
exterior walls and the Atreets surrounding A space
of about fifty or sixty 1'v8t for an esplanade or for
flowers or other outdoor Lrnamentation. The ex-
cavations for foundations éxtend from six toeieven
feet below the cellar, the depth va in accord-
ance with the character of the soil ese lavter
excavations have beea about Aalf completed, and
could have been finishea and the foundation walls
lald ere now hud not the unforrQnate controversy
over the quality of the cement supplicd by the con-
Lractlor arisen.

THE CEMENT TROUBLE.

Under sheds on the west side of the ground are
several thousand barrels of cement, wkich were
delivered under contract for naking the <oncrete
foundation. The architect insists that the vement
is not up to the standard that 13 required; tirat it
1S below the standard specified in the contradd, as
demonstrated by tests, and he will not accept K.
The contractor malntalns that it s up to the e
quired mark and efforts to compel its acceptance
by the architect have consumed four mouths or
valuable time which, had it been employed, would
have afforded the gratifying spectacle of the
Library work showlog itself above ground. The
foundation work 13 now awaiting only the decision
of this contruversy. It only wails for cement that
will meet the approval of the architect to go for-
ward. In the course of the excavations it was dis-
coverad that a creek had formerly run through
the site, and 1ts bed was fllled with old bric
stone and rubbish of all sorts. In order to make
substantial foundations along the old creek shafis
had to be sunk to a depth of eleven feet where
solud soll was reached. These shafts will be fllled
with conerete.

TESTING THE GROUND.

For the purpose of testing the resistiug strength
of the s0il upon which the foundations of the exte-
rlor walls must be laid, a travellng machine was
constructed. In the first place the bottom of the
trenches, which were sunk 6 feet below the celiar,
or 16 feet below the surfuce, was made entirely
level. Then the machine, consisting of a car, bear-
ing the required weight In pig lead, was placed in
the trenches and placed upon fron ralls 5o that,
nolwithstanding the enormous welght carried, 1t
could be moved alon These ralis rested upon
four cast-iron pedestals, set 4 feet apart each way,
each pedestal setting flat upon and exaculy cover-
Ing one square foot of ground. Thus one-tourth of
the entire welght was borne upon each pedestal,
and by permitting the welght to remaln a given
time, and then observing the effect of the pressure,
the rmlnllnf strength of the ground was deter-
mined. This machine wasappiled as It was gradu-
ally moved along the trenches to every oot of the
fonadation trenches, and the same test will be ap-
pit 4 to the trenches yet to be dug. The tesis
maide demonstrated that the soll would stand a
maximum pressure of 14.5 tons to the square foot,
whereas the pressure of the walls wili be but
2.5 But it was conly shown that there
was a variation of from one-quarter to one and a
(quarter inches in the resisting strength of the
sull, and It Is for this reason that the architect
insists so strenuously upon having cement of high

now often 15, none bul par¢nts can be expected to
tolerate thep, Apartment houses are belng erected |
in this city, as well as In many others, and living |
in a flat, or living In rooms, partly alleviates the |
servant difficulty. Although sympathlzing with
thie lady who advertised [ast winter In THE Stag,
that she would rent her rooms for “any legitimate
purpose under heaven exgept Hght houseke-ping,”
we kpow that lizht housexeeping can be doue ln
rooms beatly, and be comiortable to all parcles, |
The present abundapee of cauned food makes
enoking iight, walle gas stoves, &c., and perhaps |
in the near future electrieity, certalnly promise to |
remove the dirt and smul which has hitherto |
attended thegpreparation of food. The expense |
attendiag the'care of pavements, and the nutsance |
of t he door-bell, are all saved to the dweller in
fats or rooms. The abundance of luundresses in |
Washington has banished the horror of washing |
day to most housekeepers here, Whether American |
ingenuity will overcome the “Domestic diMeulry” |
by contrivances which will enable us to do without
servants aitogether, or whether our industrial |
training and moral ingenuity wii succeed in pro- |
ducing good and honest servants, IS an interesung |

but as yet an unsolved problem. H.C. L
— - -
Congressionnl Committees are Too |

Larye. :

To the Fditor of THE EVENING STAR:

Is there not & reform needed in the matter of |
the committees of Congress? The committees of
the Senate generally compri=e nine or eleven mem-
bers, and those of the House of Representatives
thirteen or fifteen. These numbers are entirely
oo large, and Lhe commitiees are too unwieldy,
The resuft Is that it Isoften difficult to procure
the attendance of a quorum, and Lmportant busi-
ness must fraquently be postponed and finally be
neglecied by reason of such faliure on the part of
members to attend the sessions, This fallure 1s
not generally the result of m-iu;{anm or careless.
ness on the part of members, but i85 the natural
consequence of conflicting duttes when the same
wembers are on several committees whose meet-
ngs are contemporaneous., It may be sald that
this difficulty 1s in a measure obviated by the
division of the several committees into snbeotn-
mittees of three or five persoss. Experience shows
that 1Ids 15 not the case. And, woreover, this
very fact of subdivision of the several commitiees
into subordinate committess is proof that the
committees themselves are too large, and Is In
itself a violation of the trust reposed In the whole
commitice, and which the committer has no right
to delegate,

Lawyers know that the best courts arethose
Which are composed of three or five judges: and |
the Saue reasons would dietate that legislative
committees shonld be no larger. When a court or
a committee is farger, It does not hear and ajudi- |

| cate; It openly or covertly delegates Its function to |

Some one or more members; and the caprices and
the dangers of the one-man power are very much
greater in the larger than in the smaller organiza-
ton. The last Senate had forty-eight coOmmitiees,
of which thirty-uine were the regular standing

Lave been abolisned, and their duties confided to
other cominitiees of the body; and each commit-
tee should be composed only of three members;
and as far as pos-ible no Senator should be pinced
on TWo comumittees, In the House of Representa-
tives, five members might well be assigned to each
committiee—soven possibly to a few of the more
lmportant ones; and as there are nearly sixty

tivess, esch member could be assigned to one com-
mittee, and only to one. 1t does not require much
Lhonght to pereelve Llow much better COMI L
work, and the work of each House, could Le done
Lnder this system Than under the present arrange-
ment. Certalnly for the continuance of the pres.
€4t arrungewent no good reason can be suggested,
M.

- _+_
Has Any One Ever Seem a
Snake!
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEDM.
To the Editor of Tuk Evesmsa Sran:

A gentieman has just told me that recently his
wire, ner aother, and his own mother laughed him
to scorn and branded himm as an incorrigible
skeptie because ha dented the existence of g *
snake.” One of the ladies, who, by the way,
kuown 10 be a truthful w avers that when
she was a child she was cmmnanb, A hoop snake,

The anlmal placed its tall in 1ts mouth and
rolled along after her ltke a hoop. The only way
She saved Lersell was by lumping aside quickly to
let the serpent pass, amd umhewulmamlgn!rn
himseifl and bend the other way—put his tall in
Lis mouth and start again—the parrator had
placed herself out of harm's reach.

1 myseif have heard of this snake, but have
never seen one. In facy, | do:mm"

——————
Etignetie at a Chincse Dinner.
From the Chicago Tribune.

country plece, Gapland, on South Mountain,
Maryland, is where he exercises Lis fancy in this

- the past
Carried
Lhe

x

| As soon as the guests are seated on the mats
| two, and sometimes three, small, low tables are
!o‘bmnuomh. On the one immediately in fropt
, of bim the guest finds seven lttle covered bow
! On the second tabie will be five other bowls,
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grade tensile strength that the concrete founda-
tion shall be so made as to effectually prevent any
sinking and conssquent cracking of walls because
of inequalities of soil. The soil 18 composed of
¥yeilow clay and sand, and promises to be sirong
enough, but assurance should be made doubly
sure, the architect thinks, by the proper kind or a
cement foundation. Besldes the bed of the old
creek several old wells and the foundations of an
old brewery were discovered In making the exca-
vations. Oneof the wells was 55 feet deep and
contained 12 feet of water.

SEWAGE PROVISION.

The draluage-plpes and cess-pools, sixty-four In
number, have all been lald 6 ieet beneath the bot-
tom of the cellar. These pipes connect with a

sewer, extending around the four sides of the site
outside the buliding lne, which empties Into a
publlc sewer at the corner of 1st and B streets
southeast. There will be no danger of sewer-gas

or slumllar evils within the library. At the corner |

of East Capitol and 2d streets the cellar of the
buliding will be on a level with the street grade,
but at the corner diagonally across—B
and 1st—there 13 a Ilng of 9 feet
above grade, It IS along there that t(he
citizens of East Washington have asked that
50 reet of the library ground be allowed, 1o widen
B street. Mr. Smithmeyer says it would never do
to take off 0 much of the ground as it would de-
stroy the symmetry of ihe general appearance;
that the bullding cannot be set farther north,
even though the cost of adaitional excavation were
not consldered. As now projected the central and
main entrance will directly face A street; to re-
move It farther north would throw the splendid
entrance Lo ope side of the street. The architect
thinks that 14 feet might be.spared from the site,
m‘& t:: ';,hemslde\lul.knon that :‘;ﬁe 1s 21 feet in
w 3 4 ucing it to 10 t streei co

widened by 25 feet. . -

THE DETAILED PLANS.

The second story of the Lincoin bullding 1S occu-
pled by the assistants of the architect, such as
draughtsmen, computers, engineers, &c., and the
work done there Is of an intricate and exacting
nature. For every fraction of the bullding plans
are made; for each sectlon of wall, cross-wall,
pavilion, &c. At present the egtire force |8 en-

aged upon the detalled plans of the basement, or

rsi floor above the cellar. These are belng hur-
ried with the view of gel&lng contracts wade 8o
that the work may begin with the earllest sprin
weather. The plans ana drawings are made, anﬁ
then by means of the blue-print process as many
cories of each drawing as are desired is ob-
talued. The attic of the house has been

fited wu for Uiue-printing, and provided
with all the modern appliances and ma-
chinery. In the rear and nearly on a level

with the roof an open balcony 5 been con-
structed, where the printing 1s done by means of
exposure to the sun. In a room admiting only a
very soft light through colored glass the paper 1s
prepared for the process. It Is then hung up in a
dark cioset, and when ready for printing is care-
Tully laid in large frames and®exposed to the =un
throush gliss just as photographs are printed.
By thus weans agecurite coples are obtained at a
nominal cost. As the tlrs.wm% of each section of a
wall or other portion of the building shows the
size, dimensions and shape of each stone to enter
into the construction, and as each stone is nun-
bered, iU can be seen that it is tmportant for the
contractors and all others who have aunything to
do with the work to have a copy.
ODD-SHAPED STONES

are exhibited on the margin of the drawings with
their respective numbers. Thesestones will be cut
at the quargjes in accordance with the drawings
and numbered to correspond; then, when received
here, each Is set In 1Ls designated place according
to the number It bears. Not only are the dimen-
sions and numbers of the stones sef out in the
drawings, but Lhey are entered ln books prepared for
the purpose, and by footing up the figures the
%Inal&.teu of stone 'ismm 1nto each

pald for by the cubic foot, these records
check upon contractors
In these sectional or fractional dra

part of ans
the system of ventllation and heating.
detalls must be made before the
of the building is begun In earnest.
THE VENTILATING SYSTEM

is the one in use in the Paris library and
modern public bulldings Iu Euarope. Fresh
introduced from the top of the building, and,
steam colls, goes downw: 18
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the stone—whether it shall be marble or
the of material

such that have sub-
will be subjected to tests The 1 inch
cubes will be under crushing mgl!.to
a how much
T the fragirata . sheiel those bt chis
w1 | be care; analyzed to find out whether any
ohjectionable | enter into s

Will represent tne. material faally
w 3 ma
course contracts will be awarded only afier

tition.

WHERE MODELS ARE MADE.

The basement of the Lincoln House has heen
converted into a complete workshop, where models
of the various portions of the buildi are coo-
structed. These models are necessary in addition
to the plans and drawings to ald the artisansin
entire accuracy. THE STAR reporter wae shown a
model of the octagonal reaaing room. It Is a min-
lature re ntation of that central feature of the

Library In every feature. Even the
&us:emls and inside ornamentation is complete,
her models are In of construction, cor-

Every
these sciles before entering the grounds, and the
welght recorded.
TESTING CEMENT.
In the basement of the rear bullding 1s the ap-
tus for testing cement. In the first place In
his process a long, grooved implement, such as Is
used for extracting samples of flour, is employed.
With this about a pound of the cement is taken
from the centerof the barrel. This sampleis
mixed Into a dough upon a plate of glass. The
801t di is then put into a mould so arranged
as to make a de n in the center. When the
cement hardens, which 1s about twenty-four
hours, it 1s tsken out of the mould and Immersed
in water, where it remalins six days. Then the
hardened cake 1s put into a machine devised for
testing 1ts tensiie strength. It is gripped between
two sets of clamps and by raising a small lever
very flne shot are run through a smail funnel into
a copper bucket. When the pressure 13 all that
the cement can stand, the cake snaps asunder in
the middle, and the flow of shot is stopped. Then
by welghing the shot on a scale attached to the
machine for that purpose,

THE PRRECISE STRENGTH
of the cement Is shown. One cake that had been
in water about twenty diys was tested in the
presence of THE STAr reporter, and it showed &
tensile strength of 250 pounds, whereas the archi-
tect called for a capacity of 300 pounds, A sample
from every barrel of cement dellvered by the con-
tractors 1s subjected to this test.

Only one of the bulldings that fronted on
B street still remalns, and that 18 used as
a4 blacksmith shop and for the sto of

tools. Everything 1s now In a condit¥n to
admit of a rapld prosecution of the work, and
the architect says L a8 soon as the cement con-
troversy shall have been settled he will be pre-
pared to push forward with a diligence that will
gratify the people of Washington, and, indeed, of
the whole country, as the interest and pride in
this great buitlding, which 15 to be the largest
‘l:l:unti.rrmt.he world, I8 wot bounded by any lo-
Y.

—_——
THE NATIONAL GUARD.

Matiers of Interest to the Differemt
Militia Organizations.

TBE TALK OF THE ARMORIES—BEGINNING THE OF-
FICIAL INSPECTIONS—THE REGIMENTAL ORGANIZA-
TIONS—A PROJECT FOR SECURING A GEAND AR-
MORY-THE MILITIA BILL.

The organization of the first and second regi-

ments of the Dist:ict National Guard is now about
completed. The newly-elected regimental oflicers
have yet to thelr examinations and be cown-
missioned In thelr new rank.

Col. Moore and Lisut.-Col. Dalton, by the new ar-
rangement, are nolonger Washington Light Infan-
try men,or they may be sald to be Washington Light
Infantry men and something more. Thelr new com-
mand includes the Washington Light Infantry
Corps, Several vacancies remalin to be fliled by
Lhe elevation of officers. A new major for the 1st
battalion, or W, L. L. Corps, will have to be elected.
Gen. Ordway suys the corps has excellent mater-
fal from which to select a major. Company A
will have to choose a new captaln to succeed Capt.
Dalton, who goes up higher,

The requirements of the National Guard, though
now comprising each but two battalions, are In-
tended to have three battailons each when com-
pleted. New compantes as they are mustered in
will be assigned to the third battallon of one of
the regiments until the quota 1s flled. Wuen a
regiment 1s complete it will have a colonel, a lleu-
tenant-colonel and three majors, one for each bat-
tallon.

It 13 expected that the Senate military commit-
tee will take up and conslder the District militia
Llll next week. The report of the board of three
Army ofMicers, to whom the bill was relerred by
thé Secretary of War, 1S now in the sslon of
the Senate committee, Gen. Ordway 1s hopetul of
securing the pass of the bill at this session.
No opposition to the bill has been manifested,
The onfy danger feared {s that pressure of other
business may delay or prevent its conslderation by
the House,

AL present, witlt a few exceptions, the companiles
of the Disirict militia have their separate armories,
They are scattered all over the city. When funds
becomes avallable, as It 18 hoped will soon be the
case, for muuugeurmorlea, it Is probable that the
companies will grouped in battalions, If not in
regiments, The separation of the compantes fort-
ing a battalion, it IS thought, prevents a unity of
feeling and Interest,

Speaking of armorles, Gen. Ordway 18 looking
alead to securing the Bal re and Potomac
Raliroad depot as an armory butlding if the rati-
road company 1s compelled to leave Its present
location. The depot buuding 18 admirably adapted
for armory purposes, The car sheds, with its tm-
mense roored space, with very little alteration, can
be changed loto a drill room in which a whole
brigade could be maneuvered. In the depot bulld-
ing are many rooms, convenlently arranged, to
which companies could be assigned. Gen. Ordway
aays this would make the ti rnory in the coun-

try. The hugedrili-shed would be avallable also as a
Kubllc hall for large conventions, or as a place for
olding inaugural balls,

The enlisted men of Company A, second bat-
tallon, will assemble at their armory Monday eve-
ning, 10T the purpose of electing acaptain, vice M.
Ewmupet Urell, promoted, and a second lleutenant,
vice Daniel ¥, Fenton, resigned.

Upon his own application, First Sergt. Wm. F.
Coggins, Company B, second battallon, has been
honorably discharged from the National Guard.

Private Wm. Behn, Company D, first battalion,
has been honorably discharged on account of il
health.

Jas. H. Washington, enlisted man of Company

C, sixth battallon, has been honorably discharged
o enable him to accept appolntment as a commis-
sloned officer.

The officlal inspections began, according to the
order announced In THE STAR, With the visit made
to the w. L. 1. C. armory Tuursday evenlng by
Col. Clay, of Gen. Ordway's staff. Company D, of
the W. L. L C,, or first battalion, was put through
the ordeal that night, and the drill lasted an hour
and a hall, The same evening the Washington
Continentals, (.'omﬂnn! A, third pattalion,were in-
specied. Last night Company B, of the first bat-
tallon, and Company C, third, were inspected.

The inspections will continue until all the com-
panies have been inspected, the dates fixed being
as follows: Jan. 16, Co. A, 1, and A, 2; 17, Co.C, 1,
and B, 4: 18, Co. A, 4, and D, 8; 19, Co. B, 3, and B,
5; 20, Co. D, 3, and C, 6; 23, Co. B, 2, and C, 4;2
Co.D, 4, and A, 7; 25, Co. D, 7. and D, 2; 26, Co. B,
oA,'t:]:_mu,?;-.’r. Co. B, 7, aud €, 2; 30, Co. A, 5, and

The company drills and inspections now golng
On, are more io the nature of preliminary work
and are not competitive. The markings will be
made known In each case only to the captain of
the company, but will not be published otherwise,
The Intention Is to give the captain opportunity
to know In what poinis his company 18 lacking, so
that he can correct defects, The resuits of the
inspections will be recorded by the adjutant gen-
eral and will furnish a basis of judging of the ln-
provement made by each company in the future,

As stated In THE STAR the scale of marking is as
foliows: 5, perfect; 4, good; 3, fair; 2, poor, and 0
complete fallure. The company will marked
under three heads for exercises without ‘m'ﬁn{':
foliows: At a halt, Inquick time, in double 1
and under three heads lor exercises under arms as
follows: Manual ot the piece, firlngs In singie
rapk, and firtngs in double ran Tuen the gen-

will be computed, and the “figure

of merit” will be calculated by muwtiplylng the

ral average by the ‘“factor of attendance.”

he “factor of attendance” i3 the quotlent ob-

tained by dividing the attendance at inspection by
the average altendance during the past month,

The brigadier general commanding and the
officers of the general staff attend at the armory
of Lhe 1st battalion at 7:30 o'clock p. m., on the
second and rtourth Weaneadan{s of each month,
for the purpose of transacting business or giving
any information that officers gay desire.

Preparations are golng forward for two soclal
events at which national guardsmen wlill shine.
On the 18th inst. the W. L. L corps will give a tuil
dress b.ll. The armory will be handsomely
rated and the affair Lo be bridiant In
every way. The
have arranged

J

mmtmmmumhmmm-ﬂ re-
oloommg.ontheln&d ot March,

Septem an ber. be forw

through the adjutant to the adjutant

Lieut. Chase, of the 3d United States artillery,
&uuﬂuﬂhmmmﬁ school of

_ 0*-1"é tlI, Dbattalion has
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SUNDAY AT JAIL.

How the Sabbath Day is Spent Ameng
the Convicts.

THE WOMAN WHO LEFT PARCELS FOR HER HUSBAND—
THE PRISUN REVANGELS AND TEEIR WORK—SER-
VICES IN THE ROTUNDA—HOW AN INNOCENT YOUNG
MAN WAS SAVED FROM THE PENITENTIARY.

The doorbell at the jail rang. The jall has a door-
bell, as It requires some formality to get into jafl
as well as 1o get out of it. On one side of the heavy
door was a jail officer, in a smart-looking blue cap,
with goid letters on It, and a big key In bis hand.
On the other side—the outside—stood a WomAaD,
about thirty, somewhat comely-looking and rather
neatly, though not expensively, dressed,. When
the officer had turned the key, and opened the
door part way, and placed himself in an attitude
to resist any attempton the part of the person
outside to break into jall, the woman spoke.

“l1 know I can’t come in,” she said, anticipating
the officer’s refusal, “but I want you to E.w these
things 10 Jim Mooney,” and she handed the officer
two or three small parcels. Then she lingered at
the dmrsuz;&n moment as If in hesitation, and as
the officer not close the door and had an en-
couraging smile on hys face she went on Ina
somewhatl sorrowful and resigned tone: *I wish
yolt wouid tell him that his wite called and left
these things and that she hopes,™ and she hesi-
tated agaln, “she hopes when he comes out he
won 't beXt her agaln.”

*Oh,” sald the officer, “Lis mother called this
morning and‘left hm some papers and things.”

“She did, Jid she!” sald the woman, and the
mildness and ! ation left her volce; hLer eyes
snapp 1 fire and her nose seemed to go up at least
LWO points in the wind. “She did, did she! Well,
1suppose she wiil go his security again, as she
did List tme, and e will come home and beat me
agaln. That's what she did, and the very night he
g0t home he beat me.”’

The ofMcer did not know, of course, what might
occur in the way of & molher going security for
gon, and the woman t away, plunging 1n a
rather desperate way through the siush in front
of the jail, and then took her road across the com-
L mons.

“Well,” sald the officer to THE STAR reporter, as
the eyes of both followed the forin of the wom
plodding on over the commons, **that’s a case of
motuer-in-law. The trouble in fuinily 1s that
there are two women in love with Moonsey, his
mother and his wife.”

WHAT THE WIFE BROUGHT.

The officer, according to prison regulations,
looked over the parcels left in his hands by the
woman. There was one containing some cakes
and apples, another with a roli of newspapers in
it, and the third held a good-sized plece of plug to-
bacco, These were offerings intended to soften
the hard heart of Mooney, laid at his feet, per
with a falnt hope that they ht recall some of Lhe
love and tenderness that filed his heart once,
when he plighted his troth,

“We see a good deal of human nature here,” re-
marked the ofticer, arter he had sent the package
by another officlal out to the corridor where
Mooney was confined. *“There are many e,
too, who think the positions here are easy and do
not require any experience. There are some of us
who have been here as long as twenty years, and
I'll tell you there is not a that we don't
learn something new. There 1s something new
comes up in the way of human bature, you
have got to learn how to treat different kinds of
people. It 18 not merely turning a key in & lock.”

It was Sunday, and no visitors are admitted to
the jall on that day to see the prisoners. The
woman who came knew this, She had traveled
all the way from West Washi Just to leave
these trifies, and to have them given to Mooney
with the message that his wife had left them. She
would have goue home hopeful, and maybe happy,
if it had not beéen for the chance remark of the
officer about Mooney's mother.

RELIGIOUS DELEGATIONS.

No visiting is allowed on Sunday, but the prison-
ers have considerable to occupy their minds. In
the morning a delegation from St Vincent de Paul
Soclety comes to dm' and goes from cell to cell
through the corridors. ‘T'bey talk to the prisoners,
distribute Catholle publications, and occaslonally

ive them ald in other ways than that of religion.
iboul noon on every other sunday comes a band
of devout colored men and women. They do Bpot
g0 t0 the cells, but stay in the rotunda, where
they can be seen by some of ihe pr!aonersi and
tuelr volces can be heard by all. Here one ol thelr
number, a colored exhorter, preaches ln the good
old slgie. his voice now sounding forth, in firm
tones, like a trumpet, now the cadence changing,
unttl 1t seems todie away in a serles of quavers.
Then the women, who have good volces, sing in
the camp-mectlog style simple tunes, upon waich
they hanr many varlations, and occasionally
break forth In a shout, and the alr is taken up
through the whole jail

PREPARING FOR SERVICE.

Atter this visit dinner 1s served. A lttle after 2
o'clock a herdic arrives, bringing a delegation from
the Young Men's Christian Assoclation. Mean-
while the prisoners who work about the jail have
rolled out a parlor organ in the rotunda, and
placed Dbefore It several rows of long benches,
They do also what is neglected in most churches,

st out spittoons between the rows of benches,
Betore the delegation from the Y. M. C. A, walkin
ali the prisoners from one side of the jall who de-

| sire todo 80 march out and take thelr-seats on the

benches, These prisone.s are there undergolng
| sentences lmposed by the Police Court. On the
| other side of the jall are confined those awulting
| trial, some of them for murder. They are not &er-
| mitted to come out. One reason 1S that if they
' were given freedom of communication with the

risoners, some of whom are soon to be released,
t is feared that they would make up schemes Lo
effect thelir escape, perhaps not by a jall delevery,
but by some Blu.n to prove an alibi through false
swearing. Those who do come ‘out number
about a hundred, and this pumber In-
cludes all types of petty criminals. There are
low-browed negro desperadoes, who have been sent
up for some bloody fight or other with ruzors or
knives; sneaking Jooking white men, whose whole
apﬁurancu adveriise them as pelty thleves or
swindlers; the conventional tough, who affecis a
smoothly-shaven face and walks with a bullying
swagger, boys that have just taken their first
plunge into a life of crime. They come, too, in all
manners of wearing ap{mnt that jalls can boast,
Some great, hulking cvlored men loil about on the
benches, happy ap ntly and comfortable In ag
outfit composed only of a fannel shirg, a rot
ragged trousers, one suspender, and a r. r of moc-
casins or slippers made out of old cloth or bed-
ticki From this prumitive costume the scale
ascends through Inany stages to the complete
mecdern outfit. of some dandyish prisoner with a
big a4 nicely-adjusted cravat,
coal, walstcoat, trousers, shoes, and even
a hat . many of these prisoners
bring thelr hats with them to “‘meeting” though
they do not go out of the bulliing. Perhaps they
have some potlon that they may have an oppor-
tunity between hymns of rising up and w.lking
ot of jall, and across the commons to freedom.
When all these prisoners have been seated on the
benches, the wisdom of the jail oMiclalsin provid-
ing spittoons becomes apparent. For nearly every-
one slows away in his jaw a fresh cutof plug
tobacco as a preparation ior the service,

THE PEMALE PRISONERS.

Two benches in the rear and set a little apart
from the others are assigned to the female pris-
oners. Only elght of these come out and seven out
of the eight are colored. There is one young col
ored woman on the end of the bench who has her

hair frizzed In an manner. She is tidily
dressed and has a silk bandana thrown around
her shoulders shawl-fashion—a colored house-
servant who has shown too much fondoess for her
mistress’ wardrobe. The women beside her are
most of them young. One or Lwo are muscular
and maacuune-lwnuﬁ. with round heads and
close-curling hair ana low brows, female despera-
does, quite «s swaggering and as formidable in a
free-fight as some of Lthe men on the Sseatsin front,
The only white woman Is young, Her face and
figure are attractive, She is attired In a

dress of dark reddi<hi color, and her hair 18 ar-
ranged In & simple knot at the top of a rather
shapely head. she 18 a varlely actress, arrested
ou a charge of purlolumgnoney from a member of
the troupe to which she belonged. The surround-
ings are evidenily new to her,and she watches
what goes on with keen interest. The jall official
does not have much falth in the motives that bring
these prisoners out of their cells v attend the
services. g s & change for
them,” he rem “and they like to
come out.” It isthe on ”z'i?“mt the l:Imue and
female prisoners are brought near enough together
to get a falr look at one another. So there may be
something in that that helps to swell the atten-
dance at the meetings. From some of the windows

porter, “how q y discover it and their
a In communicat There was one girl I
cau’snt. talking with Nardello when he was here.”

o sald THE STAR reporter.

“Yes,” said the matron. “From her window
she could see a ce and hand atv his
grating. But was h. They had an
elaborate mode of used to call him
to the Lhe Ler in her room.

one while was w

But just then the Y. M. C, A. delegation, having
taken their chairs about the organ, the services
opened. There Was a young lady at the organ,
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BAVED AT THE LAST MOMENT.

Themen who visit the jafl on these Sabbath
missions become well acquainted with the pris-
oners and have frequently alded men who were
gutltiess in ng thelr innocence and s~curing
& pardon. One cngem evangel related 0 THE
STAR reporter was Interesting, A young man was
in jall awaiting trial on the ¢ of ralsing a

“working up
the case, to use a detective phrase, bhit thelr work
only seemed o convinee them more strongly of the

lesspess Of the case, the proof agalnst their
prou was 80 strong. Having exhausted all

L held meetl of
prayer o belalt a.“’m roﬁj%n. Thetrial

came off, and the evidence when all in was black
and convineing. Just then & man stepped
forward and ask (o be sworn &s a witpess,

" he said, “that 1 can expialn this
case,” testimony was taken, He said
that he came upon a

¥ of men one night
whom was the prisoner, who was intoxie

among

cated. One of them proposed that they putin
Lthe pockets of the Yo man a uote, and then,
fuln‘!' into a restaurant, have him ; change for
t. The note was put into the helpless maun’s
pocket, and the conspirators hustied him off. The
man gave all the detalls of the transaction, and in
every cular they ftted Into the case 30 well
that prisoner was acquitted.

Rutdaseihtss. it
IN THE OCEAN DEPTHS,

A Torch=Light Procession at the Bot-
tom of the Sea.

ODD FISHES BROUGHT UP BY THE FISH-COMMISSION
NETS—CREATURES THAT LIVE THREE MILES UNDER
WATER—THEIR PHYSICAL ESURROUNDINGS — HOW
THEY LIGHT UP THE BEA'S ABYSS.

In jars and bottles that stand in rows on the
shelves of a laboratory at the National Museum
are many strange fished, Te catch such fish as
these a fisherman would have to go far out into
the open sea and have a fish-line two or three
miles long. These fishes have been studied and
figured and made the subjects of many new and
wonderful chapters of natural history, Dr, Tarle-
ton H. Bean, the curator of icthyclogy was study-
Ing one of them when a STAR reporter invaded his
laboratory the other day. It wWas & new species,
one hitherto undescribed, and, of course, 1t was
with some reluctance that he put it aside to chat |

with a STAR rernrwr who wanted to learn in half
an hour what it has taken a corps of sclentists,
with steamships and saliors and dredging appa-
ratus, years (o find out.

RECENT DISCOVERIES.

Until a few years ago sclence knew no more of |
the forms of life In the ocean depths than It knew |
of the inhabitants of Mars. Myth peopled these
sllent somber abyses with fanciful forms, mer-
malds, lins, monsters with eyes of horrid
size that baunted whiripools, guarded wonderful
treasures of pearls, or held court In splendid sub-
marine palaces t of corals and beautiful rocks, |
Science of course kpew that any mermald or gob-
lin, or other creature that lived In these great
depths must have a pecullar organization to adapt
1t to the physical conditions of life there, and
could construct periaps on paper a hypothetical
deep-sea rauna. At first, knowledge of the exisi.
ence of deep-sea fishes was oblulned from specl-
mens found floating on the surface, fishes that in
pursuit of prey had left thetr native depths and
perished. Then deep-sea dredges and beam trawl
nets were called into use, The Britsh expedition in
the Challenger, American expeditions inthe Blake
and the Almm huve given to the world about
all thatis known of deep-sea fishes. 1t 1s from the
nets of the Blake and Aibatross that the botiles |
and jars in Dr. Bean's laboratory have been tilled.

HOW DEEP SEA-FISH ARE CAUGHT.
Americans have made a number of improve-
ments on the apparatus used on the Challenger |
expedition for deep-sea explorations. To send

down a dredge or net Lo the bottom, and haul 1t u
agaln, was the work of a whole day on the Cha
lenger, and then If the net did unot happen to |
strike the bottom right, it wculd come Lo Lhe sur. |
face empty. By the use of wire cable and lwe-

proved apparatus for winding the Albatross party |

can make two or three hauls a day. Mr. Alexander
Agasstz devised a new beam trawl net that would
never miss fire, or s0 constructed that on which-
ever siae 1t fell 1t would do effective work., Such a |
uet is lowered from the vessel intothe sea, To the
ilne is attached an apparatus that gives notice
when the net reaches bottom. When this occurs
ore line 1s paid out o give full scope to the net, |
Along the lne at l'\.‘f"lll:l.l’ distapces are attached |
welgﬁl.s that e at the bottom. When all is ready |
the steamer 1S slowly backed, until the pet has |
been dragged a distance of a quarter of a mile or
more pover the bottom of the ocean. The welghts |
along the liue k ep the cable down against the
bottom for sowne distance In front of the net, so |
the net 1s drngfl'd l}'iaf flat on the foorof the sea, |
When the pet 1s hauled up 1t Is sure to contain
sowe fish from the bottom. The pet hasa mouth
or opening like the inverted cone of an eel pot, so
that fish easily find thelr way In; but once in, can- |
not fnd their way out., oOccasionally a fish
broyght to the surface this way will pe sulil trem-
ulous with life, but most of thein are as dead as .a
fish oan be—as dead as aman would be if some
fishertnan on the moon cast a net o the earth and
dragged him up into the alrless spaces above our
atmosphere,
THREE MILES UNDER WATER.

Some of these fishes are brought up from a depth
of 3 miles. The Challenger captured speclmens from
a depth of 2,000 fathoms. The deep-sea dredg-
ing partles of the United States Fish Comumnission
have i_omm specimens (rom a depth of 2,940 rath-
oms. These deep-sea fish are many of them Lizarre
in appearance. One thi CUpLTary 1o the falry- |
tale potions of the sea Lhs Is that there 18 no
great variety or brilllancy of color. Thls simplin-
caulon of colors 1s atuributed to the absence of sun- |
light. The colors are generally dark brown or
black, or a slivery white. The oddness of the fish |
18 In their shapes and peculiar devel ent of |
their organs. There are some of them with huage
heads and little bodies; others with tiny skulls, |
but mouths so h that the lower Juw seems Lo |
be pivoted In their stomachs; some with great
tigerish-1 teeth; some with lmuiense round
eyes; oLhers with Udttle pin-points of eyes, and |
orhers with no eyes at all. All of these fish, and |
450 different kinds have been found and described
by the scientists of the Fish Commlission, have long
Latin names. It may be sald to the crediv of the
fish that they are not responsible for the pam
as they were contented Lo go witbout names until |
the on brought them to the

THEIR PECULIAR SURROUNDINGS,

The structural differences between the deep-sea
fish and the fish that frequent the shores or remain
near the surface are due to their pecullar physical |
surroundings, the absence of sun.dght, the in- |
creased pressure of water at such great depths, |
and the quiet stllness of the water. AL such |

depths the waterlsn%e taialult t:‘ult.the::l:-
und this favors t @ ent of long, -
% tentacles or feeiers, Thqeg? wnml;ﬁml a

fish in its groping about the dark depLhs sea ng

yhen the fish are brought to the surface

These conditio implying muscular

are apparently inconsistent with the :i
shape of the )aws and the rapaclous- 2eth
of some fishes,

h, or any other body, is equal watonto a
square inch. These flabby-looking fishes thal can
be tled in 4 knot at the surface at such depths are

and vigorous. Waena fish ted by
organization to these depths is brought Lo Lhe sur-
face, frequently thelr are ruptured, thelr
thelr eyes start oul, and they

rance of ba suffered a fright-
alhenmush asce and the
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dishonest house servants. They are not the ordl-
nary servant girls whe steal some small articies
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WOMEN SHARPERS

Females Whe Make Their Living by
Adrott Thievery.

SKILLFUL SHOPLIFTERS AND THEIR WORE--A s‘rc'-I
CRSSFUL  DIANMOND ROSEERY —PICKPOCKEDE 1IN
STORES AND PUBLK CONVEYANCES—OLD GHENTLE
MEN VICTIMIZED BY CONFIDENCE OPERATOR:

“Speaking of crimes and who commit “hem,”
sald a detective o a4 Srak Teporter, “wWoinen are
oot given half the credit they deserve for working
sharp games apd cowmitting large robberl s
The plans which they devise and execute would
surprise even persons who have the greates confl-
dence In the ability of the fal sex. Sometime
ag0,” continued the detective, *a gentieman Look
Lhe afternoon train in New York for this city. He
seated himsell inap rior car, and 1ok out his
diary 10 make a record W It In 80 do

ing he dropped a card bearing the Dame
of a Washington lady. On the back of Uais
card the gentleman had writte® a memorandum
of a business eng®Mement with a New York mer-
chant whose name did net appear on the card.
When the engugement was made the gendleman
did not happen to have a note-book or a blank
piece of pa in bis pocket nd so used the card
which he happensd 10 have o his pocket for the
purpose of making the memepundum. Under ondl-
DAy circumstances (e cand wouild Lhave remalned
where iU fell unttl swept oul witu other rubblsh
and thrown [nto the fire or on sowe ash ple: but
au adveuturess, or a female who makes her Uving
by her wits, who occupled a Seat pear the gentic.
man, picke I.lr the card  Shortly after the arnval
of the train in this city a mnan called at the resi.
dence of the lady whose pame appeared on the
card and stated to her the facts in relation 1o the
card and of the wemorandwn of an engagement
written on the back of L. The lady, of
course, denied what the man told her, but
he showed her the card beariug her
pame, which she at opoe recognized. The man

witively refused to show her ¥ hat was on the

ack of the carnl. The lady or sdventuress, who
employed him, he sakl, wonted §LO00 for the sur-
render of the cand, The adveniuress was stopping
at a fashionable hotel, amd ber address was oeft
for future reference, The lady at once communi-
cated with the gentleman ‘'who had lost the card,
and who had not, up to thet tme, noticed his loss,
A second luterview was arranged, and instead of
the man the adventuress herseil appearsd and met
the gentieman who had jost the cand. She de.

tive, at her destipation. She selocts as her vietlm
Ernerally o Kind-bear ed old gentieman with A
good-sized pocketbook. She tells him who she s,
and whom she expects, How delichied she Is W0
Think that she o mat the long lost relativa,
but s111l she fears that she may (all into had hands
Lecatse

she Is & stranger in tow o, and o
the il citipen that as sbe has to hire s velilcle he
may as well do her the Kindness 10 essoort her 1o
e hotel. He, naturally, sympainizes wilh
her, and 13 willing t asccompany her W0
the hotel that sbhe may not fad Into bad
hands and gt robbed. He Interests  himsell
18 her behalf, When the eny s reached she calls
the driver of a hack and orders Wim o drive her
L0 the hotel, She of course enters the hack Arsg,
And scuts herself so that his packetbook will be
on her side,  On the way 1o Whe hotel Lhey engage
1B 2 ple samt chat, and when the hotel s reached
she Lhauks the genticman for his kindoess, She

epters the hotel, whille the hack s driven off I8
ABOLLET direction with s gentieman oocupant,
Suadenly e misses something frow his pocket.
His hand is placed acnoss Bis bLreast, and, 10 Lls
sorrow, he finds bis pockethook gone, He hastens

hack tothe hotel whers Le jeTt the Tair one only
e or Afteen winutes betore, and learns that she
In DOt SLOPPING Ly that & female answering her
description had made some luguirtes in the ofMos
AbOut sotue Individual who pever was (D the hotel
aud T, but  in what @rection  she  went
no une oW s ue cant aflord w
have his Dalue apear in the DeWs
papers, for he thinks that b= side of the story will
BoL be belleved,  So he pever complains to the
polioe, or if he does, be pefuses 1o glve his pame
and poLhing can e gone,  GLLer fowales make a
iving by meeling gentiemen in the regular way,
Meciving an inteeduction, A s Ipper at sone first-
Class dining sabown Tollows and the @eulleman 8-
compaties her bome. I Is varn in the evening
and he acoepts an invitation to spead the ovenls

With & party of what he supposes 1o e jadies i

gentlemen, He soon fAinds himself in & poker Lame
which be can never beat,  Tols class of womes
are shaply ‘cappers’ for ganblers and many ¢
man is robbed (o & INendly guaue duder suck cie
cumslaboes
AN OLD PMOIGE.

*“ Many an old man s seeu on e stroet flirting

with some nioely dressod female,”

sabd the de.

manded 1,000 for the aurd. The New Yorker at
Arst
this did not frighten her.

$500 and her traveling xpenses o New York for |

the cara,
PROFESSIONAL SHOPLIFTERS,

“Then,” said the dectective, “there is aclass of
women who are known s professional shopliters,
They go In pairs, and during a single day will
manage to get togetber seversl bundred dollars’
worth of fipe goods, Ome aady will do the steal-
Ing. She enters a store, selecis an article which
she examines, and folds it or Lo some way gets it
ready for ‘woisting.” She Qlas or doubles it in
such way that she cun easily conceal it. She prob-
ably selects a valuable plece of lace, or a number
of expensive luce hundierchilefs, or soue other
Valuable article. Then her conlederate atiracts
the attention of the clerk and chats  with
him until number ome has concealed her
articie and made way with I, A god
shoplifter always rpm preparesd 10 take
and conceal .ru.-ﬁm of alinost any slze, She has

ton a bold front gand (EPestensd arrest, but |
He fually paid over |

tective, “After walking several squares, whon he
thinks Do one sws him, he speaks 1o ler, o {.-w
minutes inter they walk along chatting, and afer
a while they tura nto some side st e Te ¢omy-
versallon becotes Interesting, and =uddenls e
couple are confrouted LY & wan who bas caught
s wite.” He threatens Qivorce procecdings . sats
he Knows the man's natw, and will have L = a
witnesa, He |-~ ot angry at the old man, byt s
rather glad he et them,  The laiter taluks of 1L
disgrace of wtng counected with a divoree case,
and begins o apologtes, she tells Che old poan et
| apologies are not pecessary, and calis Wb asido,
| “slve me a bubndred dollars,” ~he says, und 10 Dy
| things all right,” He Is willing, and considors
| Limself lucky 10 get out of the serape so cheap
He hands over the money and takes Bis de Parturg,
leaving the husbamnd and wite quarreidng, As soon
as he is out of sight the gu o rrellng couprle  coue
suddenly 10 terms and divide the money fright-
ened out of the old man, Such Women as Llls are

dentiful, And many prominent persons afe e
jeved of thelr money by Lhls game.”
= 1

ADVISING THE PRESIDENT,

The Faither of Greembacks Atiends
White House Heceplion—Esplnining
His Theories.

He was a litle old gentieman of a very old

large pockets In per outer gafinents, sometimes
attached to her shawl and sometimes arranged In
A Ccloak or coal, She als0 wears large false
pockets attached to her uweerskirts or fastened |
about her walst or other wnderwear, In which |
articles can be inserted turough a st made in her
dress for that purpose, These false pockels are
usually rastened with a large salely pin, so Lhat in
case the woman is detected In her wors the pin
can be opened, letting the pocket contalning tThe |
Valuable plunder fall under her dress so she can
ass on over L SowpeUmes these pockets are |
astened with a corset string ran through eyelets |
with the loop fastened op the outside, so that by |
opening the loop the thlef can instautly get rid of

| the plupder,

“A favorite mode followed by shoplitters wno |
work alone Is 1o use a mufl a8 & means of conceal. |
ing stolen arucles. A large pocket is made luside |
the muff, which Is placed on Ghe counter. The
thief piaces ihe back of her right hand across the |
top of the mull near one end, which partially con-
ceilds the articke selected, A ook arranged lnglde |
the mull is worked with the Jeit hand, and the
articie s slowly drawn  into the mull, Common
shopiifters do not work usually with such devices,
and can seldom carry off bHut obne artdche,
HOW ONE WOMAN DID IT,

“Molly Holbrook, one of the smartest shoplifters
in the world,” e continued, “*worked very suc-
coessfally in an entirely different maunner, She |
dressed richly, During berfirst visits wo large stores |

| sle would make cxtenslve purchases, Such visits
| she wouid repeat until she bgcains known 1o the |

proprictor and clerks as o good customer, As such |
she would b trusted aboul the store, and never
walched, Her visits to the store becams freguent,
and smuetimes she waae stuall purchases.  She
would make use of these opportunities o ook
about the store, and carry off with her goods of |
more than ten thmes the value of Ler purchase,
Repeated visits of this kind  would be made, and |
Molly would secure hundreds of dollars’ worth of
goods,  Iwring each visit Molly's contederate
would stand 1n front of the store, 0 that In event |
ol her being detected the ‘oflice’ could be given by |
the confederate 0 she would have a chaunce o |
escape,

“Then there are thieves known as ‘early morn.
ing workers,” The gang Is usually made up of two
females and two males.  ATier o hous® is selected
as a feld of operalivns, the fvinales enler Lhe store |
shortly after the arrival of the lrst clerk. Fine !
silks and laces are calied for and are spread on the |
counter by the clerk. Then one of the males |
enters and calls the clerk aside while the other |
walches on Lhe outside, Whitle the clerk s atten.
tion 1s engaged LY Lhe man, the females bave te
to load up and before the clerk discovers Lis loss |
Lthe quartetie are out of sight. |

A CLEVEKR ROBRERY.

‘One of the cleverest robberics ever committed,”
sald the detecuve, “was concocted by a female who
selected a male o act as her confederate, She en- |
tered a jewelry store early one morning and asked |
1o be shown some diamonds, telling the clerk that
she wanted a ine oue 1o present o a geunteman |
friend. A tray of precious stoes was placed upon
the show-cuse, and one by one wepe shown Ler by
the clerk, Presently the esn{ederate entered the
store and altracted the atiention of the clerk by
offering tor sale a pa.r of earrings. The lady had |
betwaen her thumb and forefinger ot the Ume
a solitalre worth 6,000, When the clerk turned |
back the valuable stone had disappeared. |
He accused  the female of the theiy, but
ghe protested her lnnocence, but he neverthe- |
iess had her arrested. A woman was broughit to
searchh her, but the nussing diamond not being |
found in her possession, she was released, The
store, too, was searched, but the missing Jewel
could not be found, Twoor three weeks pussed, |
but nothing was learned cobcerning the missing '
dizond. Then a man sap 1o be the wo- |
man's conlederate vistied Lthe store early one
morning and admired some vases sitiing on the |
top sheil.  He told the porter that he would ke |
1o ook at them, but (he latter satd he could not
sell them. The man sald that he did ot desire Lo

| make the purchase, but merely desired 10 ake a |

selection for Lis wife, who would call during |

the day. The porter got a swepladder and |
jet the man ascend apd eX mine the |
VASES, Later In the morning, when |

the clerks arrived, the porter told them of Ius |
early visitor. The head ecierk at once suspected |
something wWrong., He inspected the LWp shell |
where the vases pad been, and thers saw where |
the diamond had plougted through the dust that |
Liad settled on the shelt and also where Lthe man's
fingers had left arks in the dust when he pleked |
up the precious stone.  The woinan had tossed the |
dizmond up while the clerk's bead was turped, and
Lhe contederate, who was watchiug, Koew exactly |
where 10 100K for it.  He was never lound by the |
police nor was the diamond recovered,
DROPPING A BILL !
“Females have revived an oid racket which has |
been worked by bank sneaks for years,” sad the |
detective. *“A merchant stands at a bauk counter |
counting his money. A nlcely-dressed lady-like- |
looking woman enters and as she approaches the |
window lets a note of some kind fall from her |
hand to the Hoor. Tue natural polilepess of whe |
merchant causes him 10 stoop and plek up the bl
for the lady. While he is dolug so the lady's |

confederate picks =everal dllis frowm the Iuerchant's
plle a.::d leﬁteu the bank bigore the mopey 1s |
wissed.”

FEMALE PICKPOCKETS. I
“The female pickpockel W0 ‘works' a crowded |
store selects as a4 vicllm a person who 1s elther |
careless with her pocketbook, or who Is busily en-
making purchases, The pocket of the rlc-‘
invarlably on the right side of the dress
and the thiel stands with the jeft side toward the
right side of her victim, being care gl w always
keep her left hand exposed, While with her right
hand crossed over under hew suawl she takes Lie
ketbook, or I tiwe victim carries a vallse or bag |

on her art she takes Lhe contents of that, leaviog
the
she 1s unabie to see the pock

When she *works' a crowded car, where |
eLbooks, she 1s co.- |
10 do what the thieves calls *fanning.’ That 1

s Lo move through the crowd and for the
Many 5 Who are overhauled
that way never notwce i, and never know that
0 Lhelr po cketbook

of securing i.”

IN THE GUISE OF EEEVANTS.
“There is still another class of women known as
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| spiration and belped tie odd UtUe

school, apd, ns he paced contemplatively stnong
the throng of modern citizeus walting in the Fast
Room 1o shake the Presidential hand, bhe jooked
like aleaf of half-forgotton Mstory that had Mute
tered by mistake luto a late novel, His ruMmed
bosom, bis high collar and stock, ils coat of anclent
cut, his expansive brow, hall-coversd by spare

thin locks of white, marked iin for general notios,
and, though he modestly sousht the darkest copr-
ner of the room for his perambulations, his move.

ments were closely watched by the other callers,
who seetned to wonder whio e was and what he

wanted, He kept In Uhe background, even when
the Presidest came through the large  Tolding
doors, and the peaple crowded Into o phalanx
around M, and be =t walked o and ro aed
mumbied amd shook bl hiead as though rebearss
Ing an anticipated luterview,

AU last The vod of Lhe lne of callers was reached
and the President was abow! to pdurn 10 s ofs
Oce when obe of the ashers stepqung forwand ar-
restéed his attention A, Waking the gueer littig
man out of his reverie, presentod i s

“Ool, Tayior, of Chilcaga, sir!
The Prestideat shook L= hand heartily, and as @

his custonl, gave hit & warm goeting,  Thus vl
Loldened the colone! ventured ;

“Quite a little saow, sir!

“Yes, yes U responded the President, “hat vog

must have & great deal of saow out i your part
of the country.”
Hastily assenting tothis the Uttle old man edged

arcund the President as e was taoving toward
Lhe door, thus barring Lis retreat, and brought his
face lnto such confidenttal relat s with The Pres-
| ldemtUs Ll the rest of hils words were Jost,  As hé
Lalked he grew exciied, and cunphasioed hils statos
ments With a waving of his bapd, apd such a T
riomis bobidug of hls head that Lis peck ssamed i@

danger ol dislovcation,

The small koot of visitors who had retarned for
a last glimpse of the beautios of the East Howi,
walch d the palr with luterest, but Uhe President
Kraduslly edged wiong, tacking first to (e cigb
and then to the It anttl e was out of sighit.

When the colonel reappearct a few fuinutes
later nis wrinkied Tsee wore an odd utle siatle of
salisfuction, aceompatied by hedl-utterrd words,
Lu'ulmh._} repeated (rom e Presidential ips. His

at, Iromed ou an antigue biock, his loug sl
meMler and his short top cont lay on a chalr nes
one of the mantel pleces, Where a STak  roportef
sloonl,

THE COLONEL SEIZED HIS Bas
and sot it squarcly over his baldoess, corefully
wrapp=d his wuMer over his  stock, and then beld
his overcoat out Lo the reporter, sayling:

“HHold it for me?”

Aud so the <crib» dropped his penctl and Lis ine
luto L
cuoatl, remarking : i

“You had qriite n chat with the Prestident, sty

“Yeu," responded the colonel, whecling guickly
around apd thvwing his head back; *1 Lol bl
that | wanied 10 talk a litte politles and a ot of
money, You e, I Know vory well that  be is ale
Hicst presesed Yo death with business, aod l thoughb
Chat If 1 could get at Lign at the fag ond of  Lhe Poe
ceprlon 1 might b abie 1o toll hlm souet ulig.

THE COLONEL's TLAN.

“] want him,” <lowing the floa of his words &

Hitle to cwmphasize his diction: “] wanl Wim Y0
save the people of  Ulese Uil S gtes 20,000,000
a year.” Theu Le stepped back a short disiance 1o

view the effect of this statement, “Twenty mlls

hons annually,” he repeated, rturniug o the
charge, ookiug his l=an Tor Ouger thoough the
buttonhole of the reporters coal.  * How?™ oone
Unued the eolonel  “Way, by stopping "ue ls=ue
of ail those bouds [or the Wy potuecation of Lae
Nattonal Bank uotes—by stoppiug he ssue of 1o
Dobes Lhetuseives,” sinkiug his v ouee to a Whisper,
and eagagZing the olher Llapel of Lo ropwiriers ooal
with his other forefiager. “Yes, sir! ‘ want L
o recommend to Congress the reduction of the
circulating mediums from tour 1o three, sit, Weé

now have gold, silver, greenbacks atd bauk notes,®
counung on s Hngers, Arst hurriedly unhooking
them from the buttooholes. Then, with a sweep
of lils hand,
“CUT OFF THE LAST ONE, Stn ™

Cut out the bank notes, and leave three, sirf jAnd
1 wid lim, and J tell you, conndentiaily, that if
Grover Cleveland will recooaend That messture 19
Congress —what'l happen, =ir? He'u be re-elected,
Sir, sure as tate, sir!™

“Yes, that nignt b a good card,” ventured the
reporter, o Wwhom thils talk of Mnanoes was Hebrale,

“A goud card, sirt” retoried the colonsl, raisie
hlinsedf on his Woss. “Way, 1t would be afa
haud, sir. Now 1 sugge=ted the lssue of Lue groeen.
backs to Abe Lincoln. Waen we woere flood g the
counley with those bopds, sir,” shaking the repars
ver as Lhough be were a detested poad,

“AND CHARE WAS AFEAID TO DO IT,

I came up here and sent my card in 1o Lincoln. He
sentl out word, sir, o admit me sl once. Woen I

/ went In he locked the door and sald: *Now we'll

hive un hour's talk on this matter,” *

“*No Mr. President.’ says 1. °l can tell you so
much in baif an bour that You won't wau! 1o hear
any more,” and 1 showed him gow ey and how
ecunomical It would be, and see what be did! e
ordered the 1ssue of The gresnbacks,  He used 1@
call e the *father of the grecuvacks’

LINCOLN'S LETTER

“By the way, did you ever sev Lincoln's lettere®
grabbing his hat trow lls bead -and tarustiug s
hand into the ning.

“XNo," murmured the reporter, “but It you will
excuse we while 1 wirite this tem I suall be

—

~0h, don't mention it,” he replied, backing off,
adding, wWith u gencrous wave of bis hand, “take
all the tme you want, I'm in no hurey,”

Thus encouraged, the scribe collecied the scat.
tered *emnants of Lis inspliation and sadly wrote
atew ues. Thea be wurood Lo the cowuel, wha
slood al his elbow agaln, hoding & slp of  paper
towand him, aod with & weak silie took the pre.
clous documnent, It was a printed copy of a lelier
from President Lincoin o “Col  Dick Tl{::l." e

ng in the short terse purnses of welie

m'u siyle the history Lbe greenbacks, as
sel forth by the colonel,

“This has been printed hundreds of tmes, "

Lhe Jtide

before he was ciected President, and be sald (o me,
m.muﬂhm“ sludied law he

would pever have come here. But if Grover
Cleveland will only recommend 0 Cougress what
1 suggest 10 him—" and be snapped his fiugers 10

express such an indifference as be Lhougut the
President might feel, after L lutrenchod
Mummmulcm.w
ssgzood-bye!” remarked the ttle old man,

his expansive forebead with hualrm
hat. yel” he repeated, clossr o
the , and himsil on upLoes
and w €, *“and rn.-l.ﬂlu be'd
make the intnent lt't{!" And Lhen he
was off for door, ng his ulw‘tz
his cane, while Lhe reporter hurried out into

P

Hew 1o Treat Frest Bites,

A Doctor iu Karsas City Star.
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